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SUB J : DISCUSSIONS OF MINISTER OF DEFENSE'S UPCOMING 
WASHINGTON VISIT 

REF: CANBERRA 4826 

1. AS REPORTED PARA 3 REFTEL, DEFENSE MINISTER BARNARD 
NOW PLANNING TO VISIT WASH. AROUND THE BEGINNING OF DEC. 

THIS PROPOSED TIMING FOR HIS VISIT HAS NOW BECOME PUBLIC 
KNOWLEDGE THROUGH PUBLICATION OF STORY IN CANBERRA TIMES 
SEPT 12, INDICATING MR. BARNARD WOULD NOT VISIT WASH. 

UNTIL DECEMBER. 

2. ACCORDING TO HOLGATE, PRESS SECRETARY TO MR. BARNARD. 

MR. BARNARD CONFIRMED HIS PLAN TO VISIT WASH IN DECEMBER IN 
RESPONSE TO QUESTION FROM FRANK CRANSTON, DEFENSE JOURNALIST FOR 
CANBERRA TIMES. CRANSTON ARTICLE ALSO SPECU- 
LATES ABOUT TOPICS BARNARD CAN BE EXPECTED TO DISCUSS 

IN WASH. AMONG THESE ARE A REDUCTION OF $30 MILLION IN 
PRICE AUSTRALIA WILL PAY FOR 24 FI 1 1 FIGHTER BOMBERS 
AND SUGGESTION THAT AUSTRALIA PLAY GREATER ROLE IN 
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CRANSTON GIVES AS REASONS FOR DELAY IN SCHEDULING 
BARNARD’S WASH. VISIT ABSENCE OF PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM 
FROM COUNTRY IN OCT. AND BECAUSE "ISSUE OF (U.S.) BASES 
IS NOW MUCH LESS PRESSING THAN IT WAS EARLIER THIS YEAR." 
ARTICLE CONCLUDES BY STATING THAT GOVERNMENT HAS ACCEPTED 
PINE GAP AND WOOMERA FACILITIES AS BEING USED FOR "ENTIRELY 
DEFENSIVE PURPOSES". 

3. FIRST ASSISTANT SECRETARY PRITCHETT OF ADOD INFORMS 
EMBOFF THAT HE WAS UNAWARE HIMSELF BARNARD WAS GOING 
TO MAKE DATES FOR HIS VISIT TO WASHINGTON PUBLIC. IN RESIGNED 
MOOD, PRITCHETT NOTED THAT "AT LEAST WE KNOW WHERE THE 
LEAK CAME FROM THIS TIME." 

GREEN 
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